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INTRODUCTION

These regulations govern the content and conduct of the examinations leading to the
award of the Fellowship of the Indian Academy of Pain Medicine — the academy of the
Indian Society for the Study of Pain (ISSP).

They specify :

Eligibility requirements [

Application procedures [

Limitations on the number of attempts [

Exam structure and marking systems

The requirement for guidance in the event of failure [
Procedures for making representations, complaints and appeals

Policies on electronic devices, mobile phones and smart watches, misconduct, and
disability requests.[]

Contact details:

Dr. Pradeep Jain

Registrar, Indian Academy of Pain Medicine

Department of Anaesthesiology, Pain and Perioperative Medicine
5" Floor, Super Speciality Research Block (SSRB)

Sir Gangaram Hospital, Rajinder Nagar

New Delhi — 110060, India

Email : registrar.iapm@gmail.com
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For the purpose of these regulations a trainee is a medical doctor who has received training approved by the
Indian Academy of Pain Medicine (IAPM). This includes

trainee of the IAPM who is nearing completion of his one-year training at an IAPM accredited training centre

trainee who has completed an Indian University accredited training programme (e.g. BHU, SGPGI, MUHS) of
minimum one-year duration, passed the exit exam and currently practicing in India.

trainee who has completed a recognised, structured pain training programme overseas of minimum one-year
duration, passed the exit exam and currently practicing in India

trainee who has completed a private fellowship of minimum one-year duration in India, passed the exit exam
and currently practicing in India

For the purpose of these regulations approved training, in addition, includes

undergraduate degree that is registered with the Medical Council of India (MCI)

postgraduate degree in Anaesthesiology — M.D. or D.N.B. or D.A. - that is registered with the MCI

Senior pain physician applying for the examinations should satisfy the following criteria

Held membership of ISSP for a minimum of five years

Have minimum of two publications related to Pain Medicine

Submit a letter of recommendation from a Governing Council member of ISSP or IAPM

Hold a postgraduate degree in anaesthesiology that is registered with MCI
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GENERAL. The words and phrases in the left hand column below shall have the meanings assigned to them in
the right hand column:

Council : Governing Council of IAPM

Candidate : Examinee appearing for FIAPM

Chair : Chair of Examination Committee of IAPM
Academy : IAPM

Society : ISSP

Registrar : Registrar of IAPM

Fellow : Fellow of IAPM

2 COMMENCEMENT AND REVOCATION

These regulations shall come into force on 1" June 2018  and will apply to examinations commencing on or
after that date.

These regulations are agreed by the Examination Committee of the IAPM and the Governing Council of IAPM and
supersedes any previous regulations that are hereby revoked.

3 EXAMINATIONS

Sittings. The examination for the Fellowship of the Indian Academy of Pain Medicine (FIAPM) will normally take
place once in each academic year. The Council may at any time decide, subject to adequate notice, to alter the
number of sittings of the examination. Examinations will normally be held at one of the following four cities —
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and Hyderabad

Subject matter. The examination will be set according to the IAPM curriculum (see Annexure: 3). Advanced
level of the curriculum/procedures such as spinal cord stimulation, intrathecal drug delivery, and paediatric pain
medicine will not be examined from a procedural perspective; however, the examinee does require knowledge
of these areas.

Examination structure and marking systems. The structure of the examination and details of the marking systems
used are described in Annexure 1 of this regulatory document.

Application. The application is for both the written and practical components. A candidate who fails either the
written or the practical component, when reappearing, should appear for both components again.

Number of attempts. Currently, there is no restriction on the number of attempts.
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4 PRIORITISATION OF APPLICATIONS

Where a capacity issue arises, priority will be given to IAPM trainees. The remaining examination slots will be
filled on a first come, first served basis; provided the candidate satisfies the IAPM requirements in full.

5 APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Applicants can apply for examinations by submitting a paper application form through registered post.
The FIAPM examination calendar, details of payment and paper application forms are available on the Society
website www.issp-pain.org

Applications must be received by the Registrar not later than 5pm on the published closing date. The Registrar
will email applicants to confirm receipt of their applications by post.

The Registrar must receive all the supporting documents along with the application form by post. Late or
incomplete applications will not be accepted.

The fees payable shall be fixed by the Council. The demand draft should be made payable to 'Indian Society for
the Study of Pain.' The fee for the IAPM trainees to appear for the exam is Rs. 25,000 and for all other non-IAPM
categories is Rs. 40,000.

Withdrawals. A candidate withdrawing an application for admission upto two weeks before the closing date will
receive 50% of the fee received. Candidates who are forced to withdraw from an examination after the closing

date due to a situation beyond their control, such as illness, bereavement or other personal factors, may be entitled
to a 50% refund provided the supporting documents are satisfactory. Withdrawal request must be received by the
Registrar in writing. Late withdrawal or non-appearance will result in no refund of fee. Fees cannot be deferred from
one exam to another and candidates must prove their eligibility for each exam sitting they apply for.

6 SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS

Disability. The Academy is committed to ensure that all candidates have equal opportunity to demonstrate their ability
and will make reasonable adjustments to examination arrangements as appropriate for individual disabled candidates.
It is the responsibility of the candidate to provide prior information to the Registrar in writing.

Temporary medical conditions. The Academy will consider special arrangements in the form of reasonable adjustments
for candidates who have a temporary, ongoing or fluctuating medical condition. It is the responsibility of the candidate
to provide prior information to the Registrar or the Chair of Examinations in writing.
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7 FELLOWSHIP BY EXAMINATION

A person shall be admitted as a Fellow of the Academy and granted use of the post-nominal FIAPM
if he or she has:

passed all components of the FIAPM examination;

complied with such conditions as may be prescribed by the Council in the regulations of the Academy
including formal Academy membership, revalidation and good standing.

8 FAILURES AND GUIDANCE

Failures. A candidate who is unsuccessful in an examination may enter for the next or any subsequent sitting
of the examination.

Guidance. There are no mandatory requirements for candidates to attend guidance interviews following an
unsuccessful attempt.

If the candidate, however, requests for an interview it will be limited to one interview carried out by a Fellow
allocated by the Registrar and attended by the Programme Head, and will be held locally.

All correspondence regarding guidance interviews should be made by email (registrar.iapm@gmail.com) or in
writing to the Registrar.

No special consideration will be given in respect of refunds following guidance interviews.
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9 RE-MARKING, RE-CALCULATION AND REVIEW

The Academy is committed to ensuring that all candidates are treated fairly and consistently during
Academy examinations.

All marks are awarded following strict guidelines. Papers cannot be re-marked and marks confirmed by the
Chair is final. Only the Review panel can take a decision to re-mark when there is a bias or impropriety to
be rectified.

Re-calculation requests. A Candidate who is dissatisfied with his/her result but is not alleging any impropriety

or bias, may request an additional calculation of his/her result. Re-calculation will incur an administration charge
of Rs 2000, refundable only where an error is identified. Applicants should be fully aware that errors found during
additional calculation are extremely rare.

Re-calculation requests should be made in writing to the Registrar and accompanied by the administration charge,
by demand draft made payable to 'Indian Society for the Study of Pain.'

Subject to the following regulations, a candidate can request the Chair to Review the conduct or the result of
their examination. The candidate should write to the Chair setting out in full the matter on which the request is
based. The request for a Review should, in addition, be accompanied by a supporting letter from the
Programme Head.

Reviews will be entertained which allege bias or impropriety such as wrong or missing documentation,
instructions or artefacts, poor seating/lighting, questions not relevant to the examination, questions on a topic
not related to the curriculum, personal questions about candidate's origins, beliefs, workplace or experience.

The burden of proof lies with the candidate who must prove clear reason as to why their performance was
affected by impropriety or bias.

No review, however, may be made of matters that relate solely to the examiners' judgement.

If the Chair concludes that a review is inadmissible he will so inform the candidate in writing forthwith.

If the Chair concludes that the matter, on which the Review is based, provides proof of impropriety or bias
of some kind, whether in whole or in part, he/she shall take any action necessary to rectify the situation identified
and the candidate shall be informed of the findings and any corrective action to be taken.

If the Chair concludes that the matter on which the Review is based does not prove impropriety or bias, then the
candidate shall be so informed in writing forthwith.

In conducting the review the Chair shall consult the Examiners.
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10 DRESS CODE, ELECTRONIC DEVICES/MOBILE PHONES AND MISCONDUCT

Dress. Candidates may wear casual clothing for the written examination. For the practical examination, the forms
of dress should be appropriate for the candidates' bearing and as it does for day-to-day clinical practice / contact
with patients

Mobile phones must be switched off and left in your bags. Phones and electronic devices, such as tablets, blue tooth
devices, cameras or calculators are not allowed on the exam floor. Candidate will be disqualified if they are found
to be in violation of this requirement.

11 ON EXAMINATION DAY

Access. Reception will open from 0900hrs for the written examination and 0700 hrs for the practical examination.

Security of personal property is the candidate's responsibility. We advise that candidates do not bring valuables
to the Exam.

Photographic proof of identity. All candidates for examinations of the Indian Academy of Pain Medicine are

required to have with them, at the time of taking the examinations, a photographic identity in the form of

ISSP Identity Card. The candidate must be able to produce this when requested by an examiner on behalf of

the Academy. Failure to produce the photographic identity may result in the candidate not being allowed to continue
with the examination.

Between exams. The candidates will be provided information regarding when they should be back for the
next session. The toilets are situated in easily accessible places and there would be some seating arrangements too.
Arrangements will be made to provide snacks and beverages. Please note that the hospital is a no smoking zone.

Complaints. Candidates, who consider they have grounds for complaint, should bring it to the attention of the
Registrar/ Chair of Examinations Committee as soon as possible. Complaints will be logged on an incident report
form and immediate action to resolve the issues as they arise will be taken wherever possible.

Results. Results in the form of a Pass/Fail list will be posted on the afternoon of the practical examination by

5 pm or earlier. Official result letters giving further break down will follow by post within the next 10 working days.
Examiner comments can be requested after receipt of result letters if required, requests should be sent by

email to registrar.iapm@gmail.com
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12 EXPECTED CONDUCT

Bring your Hall ticket, (sent by email) with you. Arrive in good time. There will be a waiting area at the venue.

During written examination, no candidate can leave the exam room for the first 30 minutes or the last 10 minutes
of the examination. Candidates are permitted to arrive late, up to a maximum of 30 minutes. No extra time is given
to late arrivals. Candidates arriving over 30 minutes after the start time will not be allowed to take the examination.
If you finish early and before the 10 minutes final cut off, please raise your hand, the Invigilator will collect your
papers. If you wish to leave the room, for any reason, raise your hand and the Invigilator will attend you and
escort you to where you need to go.

Place your photo identity on your desk at the beginning of the exam so the invigilator can check it without
disturbing you. Ensure you put your candidate number and ISSP number on your answer sheet and question
paper as indicated

The invigilators will give time checks every 30 minutes and for the final 10 minutes.

Candidates must not communicate with, or receive communication from any person during the exam other than an
invigilator. Candidates must not read or attempt to read the work of any other candidate. Candidates found to have
contravened these regulations will be disqualified.

Paper, textbooks or notebooks should not be brought into the exam. Rough paper is not provided for the exams.
Candidates may use the back of the question paper. No papers are to be removed from the room at the end of the
examination.

Be considerate of other candidates at all times. Eating is not allowed and so is tapping/banging on desks or thinking
out loud. There will be water bottles provided at the venue.

When you have finished, collect your bag and leave silently.
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13 PREPARATION FOR THE EXAMINATION

The examination will test the Knowledge part of the Pain Medicine and generic parts (Annexure 3) of the curriculum.

Skills and Attitudes are assessed predominantly at a local level by the Work Place Based Assessments, quarterly
assessments and case presentations.

The examination is about practical skills, core and advanced knowledge of the basic science of pain, clinical assessment
and care of patients.

The examination ensures that all aspects of the curriculum are assessed in breadth and in depth. Trainees must be
able to demonstrate knowledge that reflects detailed, reflective and broad study of the science and the art of
Pain Medicine.

It is anticipated that candidates should be familiar with current opinion, national and international review articles
and 'hot topics' in Pain Medicine.

14 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Medical Council Registration (to be submitted by all applicants)

Postgraduate certificate (MD/DA/DNB) (to be submitted by all applicants)

Quarterly Training Assessment Forms and Summary of logbook signed by the Programme Head (IAPM trainees only)

Letter of completion of training in pain medicine (to be submitted by all applicants, except IAPM trainees and Senior
pain physicians)

Letter confirming a pass in the exit exam for pain medicine (to be submitted by all applicants, except IAPM trainees
and Senior pain physicians)

Letter of recommendation from ISSP or IAPM Governing Council members (Senior pain physicians only)

Proof of publication. Two most recent publications (Senior pain physicians only)

IAPM trainees. Demand draft for Rs 25,000 made payable to 'Indian Society for the Study of Pain.'

Other trainees and Senior pain physicians. Demand draft for Rs. 40,000 made payable to 'Indian Society for the
Study of Pain.'
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Examination Format towards the
Fellowship of Indian Academy
of Pain Medicine

Theory Exam Marks:
Theory Exam: 250

Practical Exam Marks:

Practical Exam: 28th July, 2018, Saturday

Theory pass percentage: 50%
Practical pass percentage: 50%
Overall pass percentage: 50%



Theory Exam

10 a.m. to 12 noon

Short Answer Questions (SAQ’s): Must attempt 5 questions out of 8
Essay: Must attempt 2 questions out of 3

SAQ — 12 marks x 5 (maximum of 60 marks)

Essay — 35 marks x 2 (maximum of 70 marks)

Maximum marks: 130

Multiple Choice Questions

1.30 p.m. to 3.30 pm

120 questions.
Correct response: 1 mark
Incorrect response/ No response: 0 mark

Maximum marks: 120

Total theory marks: 250

Pass mark: 125

















































































































































































